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Officers and Contact Information:

President: Mr Roger Patterson       

Chairman: Mr Graham Elliott 

Vice Chairman: Mr Gordon Allan 

Hon. Treasurer: Mr Murray West  

Hon. Secretary: Mrs Sue Elliott          

Membership: Mr Richard Gibby 

Newsletter: Miss Caroline Drewett 

DIARY OF EVENTS 

SCHEDULED APIARY MEETINGS WILL RESUME IN THE SPRING 

Ad-hoc meetings will be advised by email.   

EVENTS 2018 

 Winter Talk by Paul Cleaver  - 30th January

Further details in January newsletter.

 Demonstration: ’Making good use of your beeswax’ - 9th, 10th, 11th February

See last month’s newsletter for full details and booking form.

Membership fees for 2018 are now due! 

Subscriptions must be paid by 31st December 2017.  Details on page 2. 

01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com 

01403 752493 grahammt@sky.com 

01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 

01798 867048 murray@mt-w.co.uk 

01403 752493 secretary@wgbka.org.uk 

01403 588092 richard.gibby@outlook.com 

01798 343883 caroline.drewett@btinternet.com  

We advise all beekeepers not to purchase bees and queens that may have been imported. 

This is to reduce the risk of importing pests and diseases. Very often they are unsuitable for 

our climate and it is possible that aggression may show in subsequent generations. 

To help reduce the carbon footprint, parking and traffic on the roads we ask members 

to share vehicles if possible when attending meetings.  

Please monitor your email for apiary meeting updates. 

If possible please arrive early this helps the meeting leader to arrange the right 

number of groups and allocate colonies.  Please sign the attendance book. 

WISBOROUGH GREEN  

BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

DECEMBER 2017 

See the West Sussex BKA Newsletter for events organised by other local divisions. 

A DIVISION OF WEST SUSSEX BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

Website: www.wgbka.org.uk 

mailto:richard.gibby@outlook.com
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Membership subscriptions are now due, payable by either cheque or bank transfer.  

Irrespective of payment method, the completed form must be returned either by post or 

email and subscription paid by 31st December 2017. 

Please complete one form for each BBKA member. 

If making payment by bank transfer/internet banking, please include the reference details as per 

the membership form, i.e. ‘Member - A Bloggs’. 

Please complete all sections of the membership form, including the total sum due; and ensure the 

payment sent is for the correct amount. 

The membership form is attached as a separate document within the distribution email and is in both 

MSWord and PDF formats. 

Membership Renewal 2018

An important part of our regular Varroa control measures is treatment with oxalic acid in winter. 

This is normally carried out at the end of December when we hope that there will be no sealed 

brood.  Oxalic acid acts only on the mites that are on adult bees so we need to treat at this time for 

effective control. 

It is only legal to use the approved product, Api-Bioxal. 

I have, as last year, obtained a supply of the smallest pack at a very good price, for supply to mem-

bers.  The pack makes 500ml of solution, and treatment is 5ml trickled per seam of bees. Thus the 

pack will treat a minimum of 10 large colonies, and is likely to be enough to treat up to 14 average 

hives.  Unfortunately there is no smaller pack.  For economy, small groups of members with only a 

few hives might like to get together and coordinate treatment (the solution must be applied within 

24 hours of mixing to comply with the instructions on the pack). 

Cost per pack (35g sachet) is £8.00 collected from me in Petworth.  I can mail it to you at a total 

cost of £9.00 to include P&P. 

I will need payment in advance or on collection, which can be by BACS transfer to the WGBKA 

bank account. 

To order, please email me as soon as possible at stone.house@btinternet.com 

Tom 

Varroa And Oxalic Acid

Transfer the money directly to the Division’s Bank account: 

Account name: West Sussex Beekeepers Association-Wisborough Green Div 

Sort code: 20-42-58: Account number: 90086460 

Reference: Your surname followed by “Api-Bioxal”  (i.e. J Blogs Api-Bioxal) 

mailto:stone.house@btinternet.com
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Patterson In Print 

We are at the end of another year that for me has been quite successful.  

My honey crop was good and the bees are going into the winter well.  Like 

others, I have had problems with queens, but I'm afraid that is part of mod-

ern beekeeping.  

 

At Dounhurst we have lost a colony already.  I can't remember the circum-

stances as there is usually a lot going on at a meeting, but I think it may be 

worth noting.  It was a colony that gave us two brood boxes and three su-

pers of honey for the late extraction, so not a small colony.  There was a 

brood box with plastic foundation that was fairly full of honey.  The inten-

tion was to put the colony on double brood for the winter, so it would transfer to the plastic foun-

dation; then be reduced back to a single box in the spring.  I don't know what happened and I'm not 

blaming anyone, but this box of food was put under the box of brood; not above as bees expect it 

to be.  The bees moved up to tend the brood, leaving the entrance unguarded, exposing the box of 

food to robbers.  It was discovered when we gave an alcohol wash, so we reversed the boxes, put-

ting what food was left above the brood and reducing the entrance to one bee space; but a week 

later the colony was so weak it wasn't going to survive.  Not all was lost as one member had a 

queenless colony, so they took the queen and remaining bees to unite to it. 

 

There is a modern view that "under supering" is a good idea.  I have thought this through and I 

struggle to see any benefit in it.  My concern is that bees naturally put their food above the brood, 

not under it, presumably so they can defend it and they can move upwards during the winter.  I 

believe the case mentioned confirms the problems I am concerned about. 

 

The Tree Bumblebee Bombus hypnorum was first sighted in this country in 2001 and has spread 

rapidly.  It likes to nest above ground using a nest that was built by another creature such as a bird 

or mouse.  It is much more defensive than other bumblebees and can sting if you get too close to 

the nest.  Many of the calls beekeepers receive during the summer are about bees in bird boxes, 

which can be a bit of a nuisance for a busy person.  The overwintered queens are attracted by the 

nest and as they start nesting before birds it's FCFS.  I was once called out by a lady who got stung 

by bees when she hung the washing out.  She claimed they came from a neighbour’s beehive and 

asked if I could speak to the beekeeping neighbour who denied it.  When I got there I walked 

down the garden path and got buzzed, not by honey bees, but bumbles.  The washing line was 

fixed to the shed that had a bird box on it with a bumblebee nest inside.  I think the beekeeper may 

have received an apology. 

 

A simple way of avoiding it is to clean bird boxes out during the winter, preferably before the end 

of January.  Speak to all your friends and neighbours and suggest they do the same thing.  It will 

help publicise bees and allow bird boxes to be used for what was intended. 

 

The National Honey Show has come and gone and as far as I'm concerned was a huge success.  I 

spotted 27 WG members, though I didn't get to speak to all of them.  I apologise if I didn't spend 

long talking, but I was rather busy!  I hope you all saw the amazing exhibits from around the coun-

try, got the equipment you needed and enjoyed the lectures and workshops.  All those on the main 

programme have been videoed and in due course will be on the NHS website, so you can enjoy 

them again at leisure.  It's strange how some people ask questions that clearly show they hadn't 

understood what was said and I suspect because the lectures were videoed, the same people tended 

Nell and friend 
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to ask questions at every lecture!  The videos are being edited! 

Nell wasn't allowed to attend, but over three days I received 6 biscuits and a dog chew that bee-

keepers brought for her, showing how kind some beekeepers are. 

There are several things that can be done during the winter, one of which is check for leaky roofs.  

Very often you get drying weather after rain.  Just take a roof off and turn it upside down; if it is 

dry, then put it back.  If there is damp inside then look for a hole.  If it is an old roof there may be 

a hole in the metal cover; if new, have a look at the corners where the metal is folded; often there 

will be a small hole.  Don't forget that if the hive isn't level the water can run down the inside of 

the cover, showing damp some distance from the hole.  To block the hole I use a little propolis, but 

warm it gently in your hand, knead it and plug the hole when the cover is dry.  It works well and 

lasts a long time.  An alternative is silicon sealant. 

I was pleased to see so many WG members at the Bee Improvement Day at Rudgwick.  On the 

previous day I gave the same presentation at Saffron Walden, around 200 attendees altogether, 

showing how popular these events are.  I usually ask the audience how long they have been keep-

ing bees.  There were two at Saffron Walden, none at Rudgwick, who had kept bees for 20 years 

or more, so there are now few beekeepers who can remember what a joy beekeeping was pre-

varroa.  Those who attended and didn't recognise the twins we have at WG obviously don't come 

to enough meetings!  If you don't know what that is about, then you should have attended!  From 

the emails received it seems the day was appreciated and the publicity should have resulted in bee-

keepers from outside our area attending the wax days. 

Thanks to WG members Lisa, Maggie and Martin for helping on the day and Daisy who did a bril-

liant job taking bookings and arranging refreshments. 

Roger.

Winter Learning

We will have "winter learning" sessions again this winter.  These are informal all-day events in 

small groups, in members’ houses.   

The idea is to have teaching and discussions on topics that aren't always easy to deal with at the 

apiary.  As well as learning, it may give participants an idea of what they may need to read up on 

to help them understand their bees more and keep them better. 

There will be two groups based on current knowledge and ability.  The topics are changed every 

year, so if you have been before please don't think that you have done it, so no need to do it again. 

The dates are yet to be fixed.  

Please let Suzy Lion selion52@gmail.com know if you would like to attend and we will fix up 

dates to suit those who apply.  Please also copy in Roger roger-patterson@btconnect.com.   

Please don't wait for dates to be announced as we will only contact those who have replied. 
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WSBKA Annual Convention 

24th February 2018 
 

The Lodge Hill Centre near Pulborough will again be the venue for our Annual Convention, to be 

held in February.  Details are being finalised and, as always, we have an impressive blend of lec-

tures and seminars to look forward to.  Please book the date in your diary NOW!  

 

The main speakers are Gerry Collins, Dr Gerry Brierley, and Professor Glenn Jeffery. 

 

Gerry Collins is a Master Beekeeper and has served beekeeping in various capacities at every 

level, including many years as the BBKA Correspondence Course organiser and on the BBKA 

Examinations Board; as well as being a BBKA examiner at all levels.  He is much in demand to 

deliver presentations at beekeeping conventions and association meetings throughout the UK.  His 

main talk is entitled ‘What’s going on in my Hive’.   

 

He will also be running a seminar on ‘The Curse of the Wax Moth’.  

 

Dr Gerry Brierley will be speaking on ‘Medicinal Apitherapy’, including the use of bee venom 

for many chronic symptoms and diseases such as Lyme disease. 

 

Professor Glenn Jeffery is Professor of Neuroscience at UCL’s Institute of Ophthalmology.  His 

talk is entitled ‘Use of Light to reverse effects of Neonicotinoids on Bees’.  His research team has 

discovered that treating bees with light therapy can counteract the harmful effects of neonicoti-

noid pesticides and improve the survival rates of poisoned bees. 

 

There will be other seminars to choose from: 

 

 ‘Up Close and Dangerous’ (photographing bees and other insects); and ‘Big Bees, Little 

Bees, & Bees that don’t Sting’ by Clare Waring.   

 

Clare is long-time editor of Beecraft and co-author of beekeeping books ‘The Bee Manual’ 

and ‘Keeping Bees’. 

 

 ‘Requeening & Queen Introduction’ and ‘Swarm Control’ by Jean Mozley. 

 

Jean has kept bees for 38 years and breeds and sells queens and nucs in Kent.   

 

 ‘Bee Diseases – Identification & Control’ by Sandra Gray, Regional Bee Inspector for 

South East England. 

 

Refreshments and a simple lunch will be included and there will be many opportunities to meet up 

with fellow beekeepers from around the county and beyond.  Paynes will bring a range of bee 

equipment and books to sell, so there will be plenty of opportunity to spend your money! 

 

Further details will soon be available on the WSBKA website and will be sent out in next month’s 

newsletter, together with the Booking Form. 
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Caroline Drewett shares the joys and frustrations of running an out-apiary. 

 

Autumn has slipped quietly away and December has heralded the first spell of really cold weather.  

The bees have fewer flying opportunities; and the recent cold winds and rain has meant that the 

bees in ‘Buttercup’ have not been able to forage on the blossom of a nearby winter-flowering 

Prunus. 

 

It was a cold, sunny day on 26th November, with a feel-like temperature of 2oc at mid-day.  The 

hive in my second apiary (‘Buttercup’) catches the winter morning sun; and the bees were flying.  

I jumped in the car and drove to my main apiary; not a bee in sight.  The bees in ‘Buttercup’ are 

very dark, indicating the possibility that they are genetically close to our native ‘black bee’.  Could 

this be why they were flying at a lower temperature than the other colonies?  Or is it a case of lo-

cation, location, location?  My main apiary is in a more rural spot, and does not benefit from early 

morning winter sun; so it may be a degree or two cooler than the new apiary site.  The new site is 

surrounded by buildings and trees, so may be a degree or two warmer than the open countryside; 

despite being in a wind-prone spot.  Maybe it’s a combination of all of these factors?  Either way, I 

am enjoying the comparison between the two sites and look forward to comparing how the bees 

fare next year.  I am also enjoying having a colony of bees a little nearer to home, as I walk past 

the hive most days. 

 

This is a good time of year to reflect on the past few months’ beekeeping and to set-out your api-

ary plans for the coming spring, summer and autumn.  Many apiarists fall into the trap of reactive 

rather than proactive beekeeping; hastily undertaking swarm prevention measures when finding 

queen cells, instead of planning appropriate swarm control in advance of any queen cells appear-

ing.  The active season seems to start earlier in the spring than it used to; be prepared and make 

your plans during the next few weeks.  

 

I began and finished the active beekeeping season with four colonies, which fits with my original 

plan of not making any increase; so that box can be ticked.  None of the colonies swarmed, but I 

did have problems with new queens failing or ‘disappearing’; however, these were eventually re-

solved and I did not lose any bees.  I secured my second apiary site and successfully relocated a 

colony direct from the main apiary, despite the distance between the two being 0.64 miles as the 

bee flies; clever use of foliage to encourage reorientation meant that no bees flew back to the origi-

nal site.  That’s another tick in a box. 

 

For the past three years ‘Borage’ has been in what was originally designated a temporary spot 

within the apiary; I had hoped to move the hive to a new position this year, but the opportunity did 

not arise.  The hive is not the easiest to move as it is managed using the ‘Hallgate’ method with 

two brood chambers; making it too heavy for me to lift.  So I need to sit down and plan the best 

way to relocate the hive in 2018; it is not just deciding how to physically move it, but also how the 

colony is to be managed going forward; do I revert it to a single brood box or continue to manage 

it as before?  I need to have a plan in place before the active beekeeping season starts. 

 

I experimented with the use of drone foundation in the brood chamber when undertaking an artifi-

cial swarm; this proved to be a success on all counts and it was interesting to see how the bees 

managed the frame of drone comb.  My plan is to add a sheet of drone foundation to the other 

hives early in the active beekeeping season.  Another task I need to plan for is the replacement of  

Tales From An Out-Apiary 
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Thanks to this month’s contributors.  If you have similar articles or beekeeping ex-

periences you would like to share, please supply articles and any photographs for 

the January edition no later than the 28th December.  

If you need any help submitting an article, please give me a call. 
Caroline 

The Hive Count 2017 
It is time to update your BeeBase records with the total number of overwintering hives as of 1st 

November 2017.   

Simply log in to BeeBase and select ‘Hive Count’ from the list of options displayed. 

Or use the following link:  

https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/beebase/secure/beekeeper/hiveCensus.cfm  

Please update your records by 31st December 2017. 

some brood combs.  This can either be undertaken as a shook swarm, Bailey comb change, or 

when undertaking an artificial swarm.  I need to ensure there are sufficient brood frames ready - a 

good job for the winter months (if this cold weather persists, I will need to get a heater for the bee 

shed!). 

2017 presented some challenges as the weather in the latter part of the season was poor, with Au-

gust and September having more wet and cool days, than dry and warm days.  Despite this, Varroa 

treatment and supplementary feeding was undertaken in readiness for winter and the colonies were 

in the best possible condition at the end of the active beekeeping period. 

It is good to remember the highlights and the things that make beekeeping such an enjoyable, and 

sometimes frustrating, hobby.  It was fascinating to see, during an inspection, two worker bees re-

moving a developing larva from its cell and then one of the bees eventually fly off with it.  The 

larva appeared healthy to me, but obviously the bees knew something I didn’t.    

So what was my ultimate highlight of 2016 in the apiary?  It was undertaking the first full inspec-

tion of ‘Buttercup’ following the relocation of the hive.  The new apiary is in the garden of a shel-

tered housing development; and the acquisition of the site involved engaging with the residents.  I 

have produced a folder of beekeeping facts and send a regular newssheet keeping them informed 

about how the bees are progressing.  I notified them when I would be opening the hive.  I arrived 

to find I had an audience of six residents, eager to see the bees.  It was great to see the excitement 

in their eyes and hear them chatter amongst themselves about the bees; we are always trying to 

engage the young and encourage young beekeepers, but engaging with the older generation in this 

way is just as worthwhile and can make a big difference to someone in their advancing years. 

The next thing to plan is the application of Apibioxal for Varroa control.  

There is always an element of luck in beekeeping, as we are all too often at the mercy 

of the weather, but without a plan everything is down to luck, and that is not the best 

way to keep bees. 

Caroline 

https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/beebase/secure/beekeeper/hiveCensus.cfm



